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KAREN SKYERS ANNOUNCES SHE WILL SEEK HOUSE DISTRICT 61 SEAT 

Former public defender/public advocate: “I know how to deliver results.” 
 
TAMPA – Seeking to put her background in public defense and public advocacy to work for the people of 
District 61, Tampa Attorney Karen Skyers announced today that she will be a candidate for the Florida House 
seat being vacated by Representative Sean Shaw. 
 
“The people of District 61 need a Representative who knows the ropes, who understands the political games 
that can make or break a water project, a community center, or safety improvements in a neighborhood. Our 
community needs someone who isn’t afraid to stand up and speak out because that’s what I’ve been doing all 
along,” said Skyers. “I know how to deliver results.” 
 
Born and raised in New York City, New York, the child of Puerto Rican and Cuban/Jamaican parents, Skyers 
received her undergraduate degree from the University of Detroit–Mercy and her Juris Doctorate from the 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University College of Law. Skyers’s extensive record of public service 
includes work as a child protective investigator for the Florida Department of Children and Families. She 
worked as a Legislative Aide to state Senator Arthenia Joyner and served as an assistant public defender in 
Hillsborough County. She most recently served as an attorney in the Governmental Law and Lobbying Practice 
of statewide law firm Becker & Poliakoff. 
 
“I understand issues that matter to people of color, no matter their shade of black or brown,” she said, “and 
what I’ve learned is that some needs are universal: good jobs, affordable healthcare, safe and high-quality 
schools, thriving communities – every one of us wants that. And that’s why I’m running. 
 
As a former public defender, legislative aide, and lobbyist, I was the voice for the defenseless in a courtroom, 
the knife that cut through red tape when a constituent was backed into a corner. I fought for families, the 
wrongfully accused, the dying college football player whom coaches ignored as he struggled for breath, and 
for the rights of people to access affordable legal help to provide a level playing field.” 
 
In the coming months, Skyers will hold gatherings across the district to hear from residents about their vision 
for the future and to share her ideas and plans. To join Karen’s team, please email contact@KarenSkyers.com. 
For more information, visit www.KarenSkyers.com. 
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